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King of England? I replied that I was not in a position to
express an opinion; that I did not know what dispositions
my Government had already taken; that matters had al-
ready begun to move; and that certain things could not be
retracted when once they had been started. Moreover, the
Serbians had already mobilized yesterday [Saturday, July
25], and what else had happened since then, I did not know.
At the close of the conversation, M. Sazonov again in
the warmest words expressed his pleasure at the explana-
tions which I had given and which had materially calmed
him. He would also, he said, make a report of our conver-
sation to Tsar Nicholas, whom he would see day after
to-morrow [Tuesday, July 28], which was his day for being
received in audience.
Russian policy has traveled a long distance in two days
—from the first rude rejection of our procedure and from
the proposition for a judicial investigation of our dossier,
making a European question,out of the whole affair; and
from that point on again to a recognition of the legitimacy
to our claims and to a request for mediators. Nevertheless,
we must not overlook the fact that along with this backing-
water policy on the part of the diplomatists, there is setting
in a lively activity on the part of the militarists, as a result
of which Russia's military, and therefore also her diplo-
matic, situation threatens daily to become less favorable
for us.
P.S. Incidentally in the course of the conversation,
M. Sazonov asked whether I could let him see our dossier;
upon my replying that I was not in possession of a copy,
he asked whether it could not be shown to M. Shebeko
[Russian Ambassador] in Vienna.85
85Sz£paiy to Berchtold, July 27, 2:15 P.M. [July 26, 2:15 P.M.,
or July 27, 2:15 A.M.]; A.RJB., II, 73. This telegram is also dated
'27' instead of '26' by Gooss, p. ?06, and in the Austrian Red Book of
1915. That 'July 27, 2:15 P.M.* is incorrect is evident from the fact
that-it bears the serial number *165/ and must therefore be prior to
number '168,' which was dispatched on July 27 at 4:30 A.M. The
other accounts make it clear that this interview took place around noon
or a little later on July 26. As it is doubtful whether such a long
telegram could have been put into cipher by 2:15 P.M. on Sunday,

